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Rabbit hemorrhagic disease causes lesions in
afflicted rabbits' internal organs and tissues,
resulting in bleeding. Upon death, rabbits may
have a bloody nasal discharge.

Southwest US faces lethal rabbit disease outbreak
First time in nation rabbit hemorrhagic disease virus type 2 confirmed in wild species

April 14, 2020 (published)
By Lisa Wogan

In the first verified cases in wild rabbits in the United
States of a highly contagious viral disease that causes
sudden death in rabbits, the bodies of five desert
cottontails and one black-tailed jackrabbit in New Mexico
tested positive early this month for rabbit hemorrhagic
disease virus type 2 (RHDV2).

The development was followed by more bad news from
neighboring states. The Arizona Game and Fish
Department announced on Saturday that RHDV2 had
killed wild jackrabbits and cottontails within its borders.
Wild rabbit die-offs are also being reported in western
Texas, according to the U.S. Geological Survey's
National Wildlife Health Center. The Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department has submitted samples to determine
the cause of death, according to a Texas Animal Health
Commission spokesperson.

Testing in New Mexico followed reports of die-offs among
wild rabbits in southern and eastern parts of the state.
People called local game wardens to report seeing large
numbers of dead rabbits, said Dr. Kerry Mower, a wildlife
disease specialist for the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish.

"They were lying out in the open, not undercover and hidden," he said, which suggests the rabbits
died quickly. One person on horseback came across so many bodies, the whole area was filled with
the odor of dead animals, Mower said. He didn't know how many rabbits were found dead in each
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